ORDINANCE NO: 2022-7400-01
ORDINANCE REGULATING THE KEEPING OF DOGS, CHICKENS AND
LICENSING WITHIN THE CITY OF BELGRADE AND ADOPTING PENALTIES FOR
VIOLATIONS

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELGRADE ORDAINS:
This Ordinance repeals Animals and Fowls.

Section 1. Definitions. As used in this Section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the
following words shall be defined to mean:

A) Animal. Animal shall mean any mammal, reptile, amphibian, fish, bird (including
fowl and poultry) or other member commonly accepted as part of the animal kingdom. Animals
shall be classified as follows:

B) Non-Domestic Animals. Non-domestic animals shall mean those animals commonly
considered to be naturally wild and not naturally trained or domesticated, or which are
commonly considered to be inherently dangerous to the health, safety, and welfare of people.
Unless otherwise defined, such animals shall include:

1) Any member of the large cat family (family felidae) including lions,
cougars, bobcats, leopards and jaguars, but excluding accepted domesticated house cats.

ii) Any naturally wild member of the canine family (family canidae)
including wolves, foxes, coyotes, dingoes, and jackles, but excluding commonly accepted
domesticated dogs.

iii) Any crossbreeds such as the crossbreed between a wolf and a dog or a
coyote and a dog, unless the crossbreed is commonly accepted as a domesticated house pet.

iv) Any member or relative of the rodent family including any skunk,
raccoon, or squitrel, but excluding those otherwise defined or commonly accepted as
domesticated pets.

v) Any poisonous, venomous, constricting or inherently dangerous
member of the reptile or amphibian families including rattlesnakes, boa constrictors, pit vipers,
crocodiles and alligators.

vi) Any other animal which is not explicitly listed above, but which can
be reasonably defined by these definitions, including but not limited to bears, deer, monkeys, and
game fish.



C) Farm Animals. Farm animals shall mean those animals commonly associated with a
farm or performing work in an agricultural setting. Unless otherwise defined, such animals shall
include members of the equestrian family (horses, mules), bovine family (cows, bulls), sheep,
poultry (chickens, turkeys), fowl (duck, geese), swine (including Vietnamese potbellied pigs),
goats, bees and other animals associated with a farm, ranch or stables.

D) Owner. Owner shall be intended to mean any person or persons, firm, association or
corporation owning, keeping or harboring an animal.

E) At Large. At large shall be intended to mean off the premises of the owner and not
under the custody and control of the owner or other person, either by leash, cord, chain or
otherwise restrained or confined.

Section 2. Farm Animals. Farm animals shall only be kept in an agricultural district of the city
or on residential lots of at least 5 acres in size, provided that no animal shelter shall be within
300 feet of an adjoining property and, subject, however, to the permitting process which may
allow chickens in residential districts subject to the conditions set forth in section 4 of this
ordinance below. An exception shall be made to this section for those animals brought to the city
as part of an operating zoo, veterinary clinic, scientific laboratory, or license show or exhibition

Section 3. Non-Domestic Animals. Non-domestic animals are prohibited and shall not be kept
within the City limits of the City of Belgrade.

Section 4. Chickens
Subdivision 1. Certain chickens allowed by permit. Up to 5 female chickens are permitted to be

kept on parcels that are less than one acre in size, and up to 20 female chickens, on acres of two
or more, provided that the owner obtains a backyard chicken permit from the City. Chickens
must not be raised or kept for the purpose of fighting. No permit will be granted by the city to
keep any chickens within a dwelling or garage, nor on a property which contains two or more
dwelling units. No outdoor butchering of chickens is allowed. No roosters are allowed.

(A) Any person desiring to obtain a backyard chicken permit under this subdivision must
make a written application to the City Clerk on a form provided by the City and pay an
application fee The application must include a scaled diagram that shows the location of the
chicken pen including the distance of the pen from adjoining structures and property lines and
the pen’s dimensions.

(B) All initial permits for chickens must be obtained with the application fee (refer to
City of Belgrade fee schedule) Permit is good for 3 years.

(C) A permit is subject to all terms and conditions of this section and any additional
conditions deemed necessary by the city to protect the public health, safety, and welfare. Private
restrictions such as covenants take precedence over the permit. A permit issued to a person
whose premises are subject to covenants that prohibit the keeping of chickens is subject to be



voided. The interpretation and enforcement of the private restrictions is the sole responsibility of
the private parties involved.

(D) The City may revoke a permit for failure to comply with provisions of this section or
any of the permit’s conditions. Prior to revoking a permit, the city shall provide the owner with
notice of the revocation and an opportunity to appeal the revocation to the city council.

(E) The city may inspect the premises for which a permit has been granted in order to
ensure compliance with this subdivision. If the city is not able to obtain the occupant’s consent
to enter the property, it may seek an administrative search warrant.

(F) All chickens must be kept in an enclosed pen. The chicken’s living area must be
maintained in a clean and sanitary condition, devoid of all rodents and vermin and free from
objectionable odors. Waste must be disposed of on a regular basis. Grains and feed must be
stored in rodent and raccoon-proof containers inside of a structure. The enclosed pen must be
maintained in good condition and be sufficient in strength and size to allow the chickens to move
about, but also able to prevent escape. The enclosed pen must have a minimum square footage
of four feet per animal and must not exceed 120 square feet. The enclosed pen must be located
in the backyard and set back at least 25-feet from any residential dwelling on any adjacent lot
and at least 10 feet from the property lines.

(G) No person shall allow any chicken under his or her ownership or control to violate
the City of Belgrade’s Nuisance Ordinance.

(H) Persons that intend to no longer keep chickens on their premises shall notify the City
Clerk. If there is a pen, it must be removed upon expiration of the permit.

(I) Dead chickens must be disposed of according to the Minnesota Board of Animal
Health rules which require chicken carcasses to be disposed of as soon as possible after
death, usually within forty-eight (48) to seventy-two (72) hours. Legal forms of chicken
carcass disposal include offsite burial, offsite incineration or rendering, or offsite
composting.

Section 5. Dogs.

A) Restrictions on Dogs. No dog shall be permitted to run at large within the Belgrade
City limits. This restriction does not prohibit the appearance of any dog upon the streets or
public control of the person charged with its care. Dogs on private property must be leashed or
chained or confined in such a manner which prohibits the dog from running at large.

B) Maximum Number of Dogs. No person shall harbor, maintain, or keep more than
two (2) dogs on anyone premises within the limits of this City, unless an exemption application
for 3 or more dogs is submitted and approved. The exemption rate is per application, not per dog,
owners still must purchase a license for each dog. An exemption permit can be revoked if the
City of Belgrade Nuisance Ordinance is violated. Refer to the City of Belgrade fee schedule for
costs.



C) Dog Shelters. Every owner or keeper of dogs who keeps their dog or dogs outdoors
for more than four (4) hours shall maintain a dog shelter in the following manner:

i) Such shelter shall be insulated, and the floor raised four (4) inches off
the ground.

ii) Clean hay and straw shall be provided in the shelter.
iii) Clean water and food shall be provided for the shelter.

iv) Litter and feces shall be cleaned upon a regular basis and the shelter
shall be maintained in a sanitary condition.

D) License Required. No person shall keep any dog over the age of six (6) months
within the City without securing a license from the City Clerk, who shall issue a metal tag for
such license. The license is good for 10 years and in the event that a dog tag is lost, duplication
shall be issued by the clerk upon payment of a fee. Refer to City of Belgrade’s fee schedule for
dog license costs. Every application for a license shall be accompanied by a written description
of the dog, including breed, color, age, and sex. All owners will be responsible in having all of
their dogs with up-to-date rabies vaccinations.

E) Affixing Tags. The owner or person charged with its care shall permanently affix the
tag to the collar of the dog so licensed in such a manner that the tag may easily be seen. The
owner shall see that the tag is constantly worn by the dog.

F) Obligation to Prevent Nuisances. It shall be the obligation and responsibility of the
owner or custodian of any animal in the City, whether permanently or temporarily therein, to
prevent such animal from committing any act which constitutes a nuisance. It shall be
considered a nuisance of any animal to habitually or frequently bark or cry to frequent school
grounds, parks or public beaches, to chase vehicles, to molest or annoy any person if such person
is not on the property of the owner or custodian of such animal, or to molest, defile or destroy
any property, public or private. Failure on the part of the owner or custodian to prevent owner’s
animals from committing an act of nuisance shall be subject to the penalty hereinafter provided.

G) Impoundment. Any police officer or any other duly appointed person may take and
impound any unrestrained dog, and such dog may be impounded in an animal shelter. Such
officer shall make reasonable effort to notify the owner of impoundment, if the owner is known.
In the case the owner is unknown, such officer or duly appointed person shall post notice at the
City Clerk’s Office and if followed by disposal of carcass or turned over to the Humane Society
or similar agency for placement in a suitable home. If a dog within seven (7) days of receipt of
such notice, any police officer or duly appointed person shall destroy said dog and dispose of the
carcass or turn it over to the Humane Society or similar agency for placement in a home.



H) Reclaiming Impounded Dog. Any dog may be reclaimed from the animal shelter by
its owner within seven (7) days of receiving notice or the time specified in the notice by paying
the impounding fee and a daily charge as set forth by the City Council and license fees, if not
paid for the current year. Refer to City of Belgrade fee schedule.

Section 6: Violations and /or Penalties and Fees. Any person violating any sections of this
ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a petty misdemeanor and pay a fine. Such person shall be
punished as followed.

A. The first violation of the requirement that a dog be licensed shall be a petty
misdemeanor punishable by a fine.

B. The first nuisance violation for a habitual or frequently barking or crying dog
shall be a petty misdemeanor punishable.

C. A first violation for dogs in excess of the maximum number of dogs allowed
under this ordinance shall be a petty misdemeanor punishable by a fine.

D. A first violation for failure to properly maintain a dog shelter shall be a petty
misdemeanor punishable by a fine.

E. A first violation for a dog running at large shall be a petty misdemeanor
punishable by a fine.

F. Any person violating any conditions of having a chicken permit shall reimburse
the City for all costs borne by the City to enforce the conditions of the permit
including by not limited to the pickup and impounding of chickens.

G. Ifachicken permit is revoked for any persons found guilty of 2 or 3 violations of
this Ordinance will not be allowed a new permit for a period of (1) year.

H. Refer to the City of Belgrade Fee Schedule for all fee costs.

Section 7: Effect This Ordinance will be in effect from it passage and publication according to
law. Any other ordinance that is inconsistent with this ordinance is herby repealed.

Adopted and passed by the City Council of the City of Belgrade on this 21% day of November
2022.

Leah Fernelius, Mayor

ATTEST: ( ‘@ e (g Z@-QQZ

Connie Wold, City Clerk-Treasurer
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