ORDINANCE 2022-7400-06
SNOWMOBILES & OTHER RECREATIONAL VEHICLES ORDINANCE

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELGRADE ORDAINS:

SECTION 1: DEFINITIONS:

A. Snowmobiles: as used in this ordinance, a snowmobile is defined to mean a self-propelled
vehicle designed for travel on snow or ice a natural terrain steered by wheels, skis, or
runners.

B. Commissioner: as used in this ordinance, Commissioner means the Commissioner of
Department of Natural Resources, State of Minnesota.

C. Person: as used in this ordinance, person includes individual, partnership, corporation, the
state and its agencies and subdivisions, and any body of persons, whether incorporated or
not.

D. Owner: as used in this ordinance, owner means a person other than a lien holder having the
property in or title to snowmobile, entitled to use, or possession thereof.

E. Operate: as used in this ordinance, operate means to ride in or on and physically or
constructively control the operation of a snowmobile.

F. Operator: as used in this ordinance, operator means every person who operates or is in
actual physical or constructive control of a snowmobile.

G. Roadway: as used in this ordinance, roadway means that portion of a highway improved,
designed, or ordinarily used for vehicular travel, including the shoulder.

H. Street or Highway: as used in this ordinance, street or highway means the entire width
between boundary lines of any way or place when any part thereof is open to the use of the
public, as a matter of right, for the purposes of vehicular traffic.

[. Right-of-Way: as used in this ordinance, right-of-way means the entire strip of land
traversed by a highway or street in which the public owns the fee or an easement for
roadway purposes.

J. Safety or Deadman Throttle: as used in this ordinance, safety or deadman throttle is defined
as a device which, when pressure is removed from the engine accelerator or throttle, causes
the motor to be disengaged from the driving track.

K. Lake: meandered lakes which are under the jurisdiction of the Commissioner of the
Department of Natural Resources, State of Minnesota.

SECTION 2: RESTRICTIONS: It is unlawful for any person to operate a snowmobile:

A. Between the hours of eleven o’clock (11:00) p.m. and seven o’clock (7:00) a.m. within
three hundred feet (300°) of a residence, except that on Friday and Saturday nights and
evenings preceding Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s the hours shall be one
o’clock (1:00) a.m. to seven o’clock (7:00) a.m.



B. Atany place while under the influence of intoxicating (a) liquor, (b) narcotics, or (c) habit-
forming drugs.

C. At arate of speed greater than reasonable, prudent, or proper under all the surrounding
circumstances, but in no case exceeding 15 mph.

D. At any place in a careless, reckless, or negligent manner so as the endanger or be likely
to endanger any person or property or to cause injury or damage thereto.

E. Intentionally drive, chase, run over, or kill any animal, wild or domestic, with a
snowmobile.

F. On any sidewalks or pathways in the City of Belgrade provided for pedestrian and/ or
bicycle travel.

G. Inviolation of state traffic laws when operating vehicles on city streets.

SECTION 3: PROHIBITED AREAS: It shall be unlawful to operate snowmobiles in the
following areas:

A. No person shall operate a snowmobile upon the roadway, shoulder, or inside bank or slope
of any city trunk, county state-aid, or county highway in this city and, in the case of a divided
trunk or county highway, on the right-of-way between the opposing lanes of traffic, except as
provided in this ordinance, nor shall operation on any such highway be permitted where the
roadway directly abuts a public sidewalk or walkway.

B. No person shall operate a snowmobile on other city streets or roadways within the city
limits for the purpose of general recreational use, except as a direct route for access to and
from the operator’s residence for the purpose of entering or leaving the city.

C. When permitted by this ordinance, all snowmobiles shall be operated only on the roadway
surface of streets with curb and gutter, or streets without defined ditches, and within the ditch
bottoms or back slopes of streets within defined ditches. Operation of snowmobiles on or
across private property is prohibited without express permission of the owner.

D. No person shall operate a snowmobile within the right-of-way of any trunk city, county
state-aid, or county highway between one-half (1/2) hour after sunset to one-half (1/2) hour
before sunrise, except on the right-hand side of such right-of-way and in the same direction
as the highway traffic on the nearest land of the roadway adjacent thereto. No snowmobile
shall be operated at any time within the right-a-way of any intersection highway or freeway
within this city. The provisions of this section shall not apply in case of emergency when any
street is impassible by other motor vehicles.

E. However, this subdivision shall not apply in case of emergency when any street is
impassible by other motor vehicles.



SECTION 4: AGE RESTRICTION: Notwithstanding anything in this ordinance to the contrary,
no person under fourteen (14) years of age shall operate a snowmobile on city streets or make a
direct crossing of a city street, trunk county state-aid, or county highway as the operator of a
snowmobile. A person fourteen (14) years of age or older but less than eighteen (18) years of age
may operate a snowmobile on streets as provided by this ordinance and may make a direct crossing
of a city street, trunk county state-aid, or county highway only if he has in his immediate possession

a valid snowmobile safety certificate issued by the Commissioner.

SECTION_ 5: UNCONTROLLED INTERSECTIONS: No snowmobile shall enter any
uncontrolled intersection without making a complete stop. The operator shall yield the right-of-
way to any vehicle or pedestrian at the intersection or so close to the intersection so as to constitute

an immediate hazard.

SECTION 6: EQUIPMENT: All snowmobiles shall have the following equipment:

A. Standard mufflers which are properly attached and in constant operation, and which reduce
the noise of operation of the motor to the minimum necessary for operation. No person
shall use a muffler cutout, bypass, straight pipe, or similar device on snowmobile motor,
and the exhaust system shall not emit or produce a sharp popping or crackling sound.

B. Brakes adequate to control the movement of and to stop and hold the snowmobile under
any conditions of operation.

C. A safety or so called “Deadman” throttle in operating condition so that when pressure is
removed from the accelerator or throttle, the motor is disengaged from the driving track.

D. At least one clear lamp attached to the front with sufficient intensity to reveal persons and
vehicles at a distance of at least one hundred feet (100°) ahead during the hours of darkness
under normal atmospheric conditions. Such head lamp shall be so aimed that glaring rays
are not projected into the eyes of an oncoming vehicle operator.

It shall also be equipped with at least one red tail lamp having a minimum candlepower of
sufficient intensity to exhibit a red light plainly visible from a distance of five hundred feet
(500°) to the rear during the hours of darkness under normal atmospheric conditions. The
equipment to be in operating condition when the vehicle is operated between the hours of
one-half (1/2) hour after sunset to one-half (1/2) hour before sunrise or at time of reduced
visibility.

E. Reflective material at least sixteen (16) square inches on each side, forward of the

handlebars, so as to reflect a beam of light at a ninety (90) degree angle.

SECTION 7: COMPLIANCE: It is unlawful for the owner of a snowmobile to permit the
snowmobile to be operated contrary to the provisions of this ordinance.




SECTION 8. SNOWMOBILES, MOPEDS, DIRT BIKES, ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES,
AND OTHER VEHICLES CONTROL AND REGULATION:

Subd. 1: Certain Statutes Adopted — The regulatory provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Sections
84.81 to 84.929, 169.974, 169.223, 171.01, and 171.02, as amended, regulating the use of
snowmobiles, mopeds, dirt bikes, all-terrain vehicles, or other vehicles or means of transportation
not licensed for Minnesota streets and highways are hereby incorporated herein and adopted by
reference, including the penalty provision thereof.

Subd. 2: Operation by Minors —

A. Tt is a misdemeanor for any person under the age of fourteen (14) years to operate a
snowmobile, moped, dirt bike, all-terrain vehicle, or other vehicle or means of transportation
not licensed for Minnesota streets and highways on streets or other public property.

B. A person fourteen (14) years of age or older, but less than eighteen (18) years of age, may
operate a snowmobile, moped, dirt bike or all-terrain vehicle or other vehicle or means of
transportation not licensed with Minnesota streets and highways on the streets of the City only
if he/she has in his/her immediate possession a valid license, permit or certificate for the
operation of said snowmobile, moped, dirt bike, all-terrain vehicle or other vehicle of means
of transportation.

Subd. 3: Operation of Snowmobiles, Mopeds, Dirt Bikes, All-Terrain Vehicles or Other
Vehicles —

A. Notwithstanding any provision in Minnesota Statutes to the contrary, it is a misdemeanor
for any person to operate a snowmobile, moped, dirt bike, all-terrain vehicle or other vehicle
in excess of fifteen (15) miles per hour.

B. Operation of such vehicles shall be limited to passing through the City, and for residents
of the City, shall be limited to going in a direct line to an out-of-town destination, or returning
to the place of residence or place of housing with the City. It is a misdemeanor to operate
such vehicles contrary to the provisions of this subparagraph.

C. It is a misdemeanor for any person to operate a snowmobile, moped, dirt bike, all-terrain
vehicle or other vehicle on private property of another person without the permission of the
owner or occupant thereof.

D. Snowmobiles, mopeds, dirt bikes, all-terrain vehicles of other vehicles shall yield to all
other vehicles and traffic including pedestrians at all intersections and shall abide by all signs
governing the operation of motor vehicles within the limits of the City.



SECTION 9: MOTORIZED GOLF CARTS. A) The intent and purpose of this Section is to
provide reasonable regulations for the use of motorized golf carts. This Section is not intended to
allow anything that Minnesota Statutes prohibit or to prohibit that Minnesota Statutes expressly
allow. It is the intent of this Section to ensure public safety.

B) Definitions:

i) Operator. The operator is the person driving or having physical control of a motorized
golf cart.

ii) Owner. The owner is the person with an ownership interest in a golf cart other than a
person with only a security interest.

iii) Motorized Golf Cart. Any passenger conveyance being driven with three (3) or four
(4) wheels with three (3) or four (4) low pressure tires that is limited in engine
displacement to less than 800 cubic centimeters and a total dry weight of less than 800
pounds.

C) Operator Permits:

i) No person shall operate a motorized golf cart in the right-of-way of a public street or
alley without obtaining an operator’s permit as herein provided.

ii) Every application for an operator’s permit shall be made on a form supplied by the
City of Belgrade and shall contain the following information:

- The name and address of the applicant;

- The nature of the applicant’s physical handicap, if any;

- The current driver’s license information of the applicant or reasons for not
having a current driver’s license;

- Any other information the City may require.

iii) The annual operator’s permit fee shall be set by the City Council by resolution and
amended from time to time.

iv) Operator’s permits shall be granted for a period of one year and may be renewed
annually from January 1 to December 31.

v) No operator permit shall be granted unless the following conditions are met:

- The applicant must demonstrate that he or she currently holds or has held a
valid Minnesota driver’s license;



- Applicant may be required to submit a certificate signed by a physician that the
applicant is able to safely operate a motorized golf cart on public roadways or
alley ways;

- The applicant has not had his or her license revoked, suspended or cancelled as
a result of criminal proceedings;

- The applicant is over 16 years of age; and

- No prior violations of this ordinance or traffic violations related to the use of
motorized golf carts have occurred.

D) General Provisions:

i) Motorized golf carts may only be operated on roads or alley ways from sunrise to
sunset. They shall not be operated in inclement weather except during an emergency.
They shall not be operated when visibility is impaired by weather, smoke, fog or other
conditions or at a time when there is insufficient light visibility to clearly see the
motorized golf cart on the roadway at a distance of 500 feet.

ii) Motorized golf carts shall displace slow moving vehicle emblems as provided for in
M.S.A. §169.045 when operated on public roads.

iii) Motorized golf carts shall be equipped with rear view mirrors to provide the driver
with adequate vision from behind has required by M.S.A. §169.70.

iv) Every person operating a motorize golf cart has all of the rights and all of the duties
applicable to the driver of any other vehicle under the provisions of Minnesota Statute
Chapter 169.

v) The number of occupants on the golf cart shall not exceed the designed occupant load.

vi) It is unlawful to operate a motorized golf cart within the City of Belgrade in any of
the following manners:

At a speed in excess of 15 mph;

- Other than in single file on a designated roadway;

- In a manner that is careless or reckless;

- Towing or pulling any person or object behind the golf cart;

- On a public sidewalk;

- On boulevards within any public right-of-way;

- On public property other than a road or alley way;

- While the operator is under the influence of drugs or alcohol;

- On private property without the property owner’s permission; and
- While there is a container of alcohol in the golf cart;



vii) The City may suspend or revoke an operator’s permit granted hereunder upon
finding that the holder has violated any of the provisions of Chapter 169 of Minnesota
Statutes.

SECTION 10: PENALTY: Every person who violates a section, subdivision, paragraph or
provision of this Ordinance when such person performs an act thereby prohibited or declared
unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, and upon
conviction thereof, shall be punishable as follows:

A) Except where a violation of this Ordinance is committed in a manner or under circumstances
so as to endanger or be likely to endanger any person or property, a first violation within a 12-
month period shall be a petty misdemeanor punishable by a fine, and

B) A second violation within a 12-month period shall be a petty misdemeanor punishable by a
fine, and;

C) Where a violation is committed in a manner or under circumstances so as to endanger or be
likely to endanger any person or property, such person shall be punished as for a misdemeanor;
and

D) Where a person stands convicted of two (2) prior violations of any provision of this Ordinance
within the immediately preceding 12-month period, such person shall be punished as for a
misdemeanor.

SECTION 11: FINES: All Fines/Fees associated with the penalties above, refer to the City of
Belgrade fee schedule.

SECTION 12: EFFECT: This ordinance shall take effect and be enforced from and after its
passage and publication according to law.

Adopted by the Belgrade City Council this 21% day of November 2022

Attested to by:
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Leah Fernelius, Mayor
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Connie Wold, City Clerk-Treasurer
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