ORDINANCE NO: 2017-4310-01
AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE MUNICIPAL UTILITIES OF THE CITY
OF BELGRADE, MINNESOTA, ESTABLISHING RULES, REGULATIONS,
PROCEDURES, RATES, CHARGES, LATE FEES, COLLECTIONS &
PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELGRADE ORDAINS:

Section 1. Policy & Purpose. The policy of this Ordinance is to create uniform rules and
regulations for municipal utilities of the City of Belgrade under the control and management of
the City Council through the Public Works Superintendent of the City, whose duty shall be the
administration of this Ordinance and the insurance of compliance with the terms hereof.

Section 2. General Definitions. As used in this chapter, the following words shall have the
meanings stated:

a) Utility means any utility service, whether the same be public City owned facilities or
furnished by public utility companies.

b) Municipal Utility means any City owned utility system or utility provided pursuant to
contract with the City, including, but not by way of limitation, water, sewer, and storm water.

¢) Consumer & Customer means any land owner and/or user of a utility.
d) Service means providing a particular utility to a customer or consumer.

Section 3. Public Works Superintendent. The Public Works Superintendent appointed by the
Mayor shall have charge of all pumping stations, pumping machinery, water storage facility, tools
and equipment for the operation of the City water system, the City sewer system, and the City
storm water system.

Section 4. Records by Superintendent. The Public Works Superintendent, or persons acting
under the Public Works Superintendent’s direction, shall keep complete and accurate records of
the exact location and size of each tap and shut-off box at all property lines, water lines, sewer
lines, and the dates of connection of service lines with the City water and sewer system, and the
name and address of the plumber who made the connection. The Public Works Superintendent
shall keep complete and accurate records showing the location and measurement of all wells,
pumps, tanks, water mains, hydrants, valves, taps, stops, boxes, tees, crosses, curb stops, and other
records that are essential to the operation of the water supply system, the sewer system, and the
storm water collection system.




Section 5. Service Connection. The Public Works Superintendent, or someone acting under the
Public Works Superintendent’s direction, shall supervise all taps for service and shall inspect all
service lines and stop boxes to ensure proper installation.

Section 6. Applications/Permits & New Service. Any person desiring to connect with the City
water system, sewer system, or storm water system, shall apply in writing to the Public Works
Superintendent on a form to be furnished by him for a permit to make such connection. Such
application shall contain the name of the applicant, the legal description of the property to be
serviced, and the name of the owner thereof, his/her address, the various purposes for which the
water is to be used, the location of the proposed shut-off box, the size of the tap to be made and
the size of the pipe to be connected with the main.

Section 7. Fixing of Rates & Charges for Municipal Services. All rates and charges for
municipal utilities including, but not by way of limitation, rates for water service, sewage service,
storm water, permit fees, deposits, connection and meter fees, disconnection fees, reconnection
fees, including penalties or late fees for non-payment, if any, shall be fixed, determined and
amended by the Council and adopted by Resolution. Such Resolution, containing the effective
date thereof, shall be kept on file and opened to inspection in the office of the City Clerk, and shall
be uniformly enforced. For the purpose of fixing such rates and charges, the Council may
categorize and classify various types of service, provided, that such categorization and
classification shall be included in the Resolution authorized by this Section.

Section 8. Bills for Service.

a) All bills for water service, sewer service, and storm water service, and related fees
furnished and supplied by the City, shall be payable monthly within 20 days after the first day of
each month.

b) At the end of 30 days from the date of the statement, all bills not paid shall become
delinquent and a late payment penalty shall be added to and become part of, all delinquent utility
bills. If service is suspended due to a delinquency, service shall not be restored until any disconnect
and reconnect charges have been paid for each utility and all amounts owed for service and
penalties have been paid.

Section 9. Discontinuance of Service. All municipal water service may be shut off or
discontinued whenever it is found that:

a) The owner or occupant of the premises served by municipal water or any person working
on any connection with the municipal utility system has violated any requirements of the City
Code relevant thereto, or any connection therewith.

b) Any charge for municipal water service, sewer, storm water, or other financial
obligation imposed in connection therewith on the present owner or occupant of the premises is



unpaid at the end of 30 days from the mailing of the statement and after the discontinuance
procedure herein has been followed and payment has not been made.

c) There is any fraud or misrepresentation by the owner or occupant in connection with
any application for service or delivery or charges therefore.

d) Utility services shall not be shut off or discontinued until the property owner or
occupant, as the case may be, has been provided with notice of such termination.

Section 10. Discontinuance Procedure.

a) When an account is past due, the City shall send the property owner, at the service
address and at any other address provided to the City in writing, by the property owner to the City,
anotice of delinquency and intent to discontinue service, which shall state the date and time service
will be terminated, which shall be no less than 20 days after the date of the date of the notice, the
reason for termination, the person to contact and how to contact that person to whom the property
owner should speak if they believe the bill is erroneous, the action, if any, that the property owner
can take to prevent the discontinuance of service.

b) Ten (10) days after the initial notice of delinquency and intent to discontinue service, a
reminder notice shall be sent to the property owner at the service address and at any other address
provided in writing by the property owner to the City, reminding the property owner of the intent
of the City to discontinue service, stating the date and time service will be terminated, the reason
for the termination, and reiterating the action, if any, that the property owner can take to prevent
the discontinuance of service.

c¢) If the account is not brought current within the time prescribed in the notice, the City
may, at its option, shut off water service at the curb stop.

d) Once discontinued, service shall not be restored until the account is brought current by
paying the full balance due on the account, including all charges for service, penalties, disconnect
and reconnect fees as fixed, determined and amended by the Council and adopted by Resolution
in accordance with the requirements of this Ordinance.

e) Regardless of whether the City exercises its right to discontinuance of service, the City
reserves the right to assess unpaid water and sewer bills as part of a special assessment against the

property.

f) The City Clerk in connection with the Public Works Superintendent may enter into an
agreement for repayment. If an agreement for repayment is entered into, the discontinuance of
service may be delayed for up to, but not more than, 30 days, and if repayment is not made within
that time, the repayment agreement shall state specifically that services will then be discontinued.



Section 11. Accounts Carried in Name of Owner. All accounts carried upon the books of the
City water system shall be with the owner of the property served, and such owner shall at all times
be liable for water used upon such premises, whether occupied by him or not.

Section 12. Water Funds to be Deposited to Special Fund. All fees, water rent and charges and
any other monies received in connection with the water system shall be deposited with the City
Clerk-Treasurer and credited to the water works fund.

Section 13. Expenses Payable out of Water Fund. All expenses and costs incurred in the
operation and maintenance of the water system together with the water bonds and interest thereon
shall be paid out of the water fund.

Section 14. Liability of City for Turning off Water. The City of Belgrade shall not be liable
for any deficiency or failure in the supply of water to customers, whether occasioned by shutting
off the water for the purposes of making repairs or connections, or for any other cause whatsoever.
In case of fire or alarm of fire, or in making repairs, or constructing new work, the water may be
shut off any time for such period as may be deemed necessary.

Section 15. Excavations to be Guarded and Properly Backfilled. No excavations made in
public grounds hall be kept open longer than is absolutely necessary to make the required
connections, and when open, shall be protected by suitable barriers, guards, and lights. Backfilling
shall be thoroughly compacted and left in a condition satisfactory to the City Council. Where
excavations are unsatisfactorily filled, the City Council shall cause them to be placed in a
satisfactory condition, and the cost thereof shall be charged to the responsible party. Such
responsible party shall be given notice thereof and ten days within which to pay such charge.

Section 16. Unlawful Use of Water. It is hereby declared unlawful for any person, firm or
corporation to take any water from the City water supply except that the same be drawn through
an authorized connection to a water main, or to take any water from any premises not owned by
him/her without permission of the owner.

Section 17. Tampering with Water System. It shall be unlawful for any person to turn on any
shut-off box or to open or interfere with any of the hydrants, valves, or to tamper with any part of
the water system, except the Water Superintendent, or some person authorized by him/her,
members of the fire department, and employees and persons expressly authorized by the City
Council.

Section 18. Separation of City Water System from Private Systems. There shall be a complete
physical separation of any private water system from that of the City water system so that in no
case can water from a private system enter into the City system at any location, public, or private,
whatsoever.



Section 19. Inspection/Right of Entry. By applying for or receiving municipal water services,
a customer irrevocably consents and agrees that the Water Superintendent or someone acting under
his or her direction within the course and scope of their employment, may enter into and upon
private property of the customer including dwellings or other buildings, at all reasonable times
under the circumstances, in or upon such private property including a municipal utility, or
connection therewith, is installed, for purposes of inspecting, repairing, reading meters, connecting
or disconnecting a municipal utility service. The Water Superintendent, or someone acting under
his/her direction, shall be permitted at all times to inspect and supervise all work in connection
with the installation of all service lines. Any refusal to permit such inspection or supervision, or
any interference with the Water Superintendent in performance of his duties, shall be cause for the
cancellation of the permit to connect with the water system.

Section 20. Meter Test. Whenever a customer shall request the City test a water meter in use by
that customer, such request shall be accompanied by a cash deposit for the meter to be tested in an
amount to be set by Resolution by the full Council from time to time. If any such meter if found
to be inaccurate, the meter shall be replaced with an accurate meter and the deposit thereon
refunded to the customer. If the meter if found to be accurate in its recordings or calculations, it
shall be re-installed and the deposit shall be retained by the City to defray the costs of such test.

Section 21. Municipal Services & Charges a Lien.

a) A payment for all municipal services and charges shall be the primary responsibility of
the fee owner of the premises served and shall be billed to such fee owner unless otherwise
contracted for and authorized in writing by the fee owner, and any other persons (such as tenants),
contract purchasers, managers, etc. (as agents for the fee owner and consented to by the City). The
City may collect the same in a civil action or, in the alternative and at the option of the City, as
otherwise provided in this subdivision.

b) Each such account is hereby made a lien upon the premises serviced. All such accounts
which are more than 30 days’ delinquent may, when authorized by Resolution of the Council, be
certified by the City Clerk-Treasurer to the county auditor, and the City Clerk-Treasurer, in so
certifying, shall specify the amount thereof, the description of the premises served and the name
of the owner thereof. The amount so certified shall be extended by the auditor on the tax roll
against such premises in the same manner as any other tax, and collected by the county treasurer,
and paid to the City along with other taxes.

Section 22. Notice and Hearing. Utility services and charges shall not be certified for collection
with taxes until the property owner has been provided with notice of such proposed certification
and given an opportunity to be heard before the Council.

Section 23. Maintenance of Service Lines. It shall be the responsibility of the consumer or
owner to maintain the service line from the curb-box to the structure being served. In case of



failure on the part of any consumer or owner to repair any leak occurring in the service line within
24 hours after oral or written notice has been given to such individual, the water shall be shut off.

Section 24. Restricted Hours for Sprinkling. Whenever the City Council shall determine that
a shortage of water supply threatens the City, it may by Resolution, limit the times and hours
during which water may be used from the City water supply system for lawn and garden sprinkling,
car washing, air conditioning, or other uses specified therein. Any water customer who shall cause
or permit water to be used in violation of the provisions of said Resolution shall be charged $50.00
for each day of such violation, which charge shall be added to his next water bill; continued
violation is hereby prohibited and shall be cause for discontinuance of water service.

Section 25. Water Service Rules & Regulations.

a) Deficiency or Failure. The City is not liable for any deficiency or failure and the supply
of water to customers whether occasioned by shutting the water off for making repairs of
connections, or by any other cause whatsoever. In case of fire, or alarm of fire, water may be shut
off to ensure the supply for firefighting. In making repairs or construction of new work, the water
may be shut off at any time and kept off so long as may be necessary.

b) Repair of Leaks. It is the responsibility of any consumer or owner to maintain the water
service from the property line to the house or other building. In case of failure upon the part of
any consumer or owner to repair any leak occurring in a water service within five (5) days after
oral or written notice has been given to the owner or occupant of the premises, the water may be
shut off and will not be turned on until disconnect charges and reconnect charges have been paid
and the water service has been repaired. When the waste of water is great or when damage is likely
to result from the leak, the water will be turned off if the repair does not proceed immediately.

¢) Increase Size of Water Service. When it is desired to increase the size of water service
from the main, a new permit shall be taken out and a connection charge shall be made as if it were
a new service.

d) Hydrants. It is unlawful for any person other than a member of the Fire Department or
other person duly authorized by the City, to open any fire hydrant or to attempt to draw water from
the same, or in any manner interfere herewith.

e) Water Meters. All water meters shall be purchased by the property owner and
maintained by the City. All repairs of water meters not resulting from normal usage shall be the
responsibility of the property owner. Any other meter in need of replacement shall be replaced
and maintained by the City. All water meters shall be installed and controlled by the City and
costs of installation shall be the responsibility of the property owner.

f) Code Requirement. All piping, connections and appurtenances shall be installed and
performed strictly in accordance with the Minnesota Plumbing Code. Failure to install and



maintain the same in accordance therewith, or failure to have or permit required inspections shall,
upon discovery by the City, be additional grounds for termination of service.

Section 26. Rules & Regulations Relating to Sewer Service.
a) Definitions:

i) Public Sewer means a sewer in which all owners of abutting properties have
equal rights and is controlled by the public authority.

ii) Sanitary Sewer means a sewer which carries sewage and to which storm,
surface and ground waters are not admitted.

iii) Sewage means a combination of water carried wastes from residences,
businesses, institutions and industrial establishments.

b) Use of Public Sewers Required. It is unlawful for any person to place, deposit or permit
to be deposited in an unsanitary manner or on public or private property within the City, or in an
area under jurisdiction of the City, in a human or animal excrement, garbage, or other objectionable
waste.

It is unlawful for any person to discharge to any natural outlet within the City, or in any
area under jurisdiction of the City, any sewage or other polluted waters, except where suitable
treatment has been provided in accordance with this Section.

Except as hereinafter provided, it is unlawful for any person to construct or maintain any
privy, privy vault, septic tank, cesspool, or other facility intended or used for the disposal of
sewage, within the City.

Section 27. Private Sewage Disposal. Where a public sanitary sewer is not available, the
building’s sewer shall be connected to a private sewage disposal system complying with the
provisions of this subdivision and the requirements of the laws of the State of Minnesota and
Stearns County.

Section 28. Building Sewers & Connections.

a) It is unlawful for any unauthorized person to uncover, make any connections with or
openings into, use, alter, or disturb any public sewer or appurtenance thereof, without first
obtaining a permit from the City.

b) Any building wishing to connect to the sewer system shall complete a permit application
and provide any information that is pertinent in the judgment of the City, and an inspection fee for
residential or commercial building sewer permits shall be paid to the City at the time the
application is filed. All costs and expenses incident to installation and connection of the building’s
sewer shall be borne by the property owner. The property owner shall indemnify the City from
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any loss or damage that may directly or indirectly be occasioned by the installation of the
building’s sewer.

c) It is unlawful for any person to make or have any connection of roof down spouts,
exterior foundation drains, or other sources of surface run-off or ground water to a building’s sewer
or building drain which in turn is connected directly or indirectly to the public sanitary sewer
system.

d) Connections of all buildings’ sanitary sewer lines into the public sewer shall conform
with the requirements of the building and plumbing code and other applicable rules and regulations
of the City. All such connections shall be gas tight and water tight. Deviation from prescribed
procedures and materials must be improved by the plumbing inspector before installation.

e) The applicant for a building sewer permit shall notify the plumbing inspector when the
building’s sewer is ready for inspection and connection to the public sewer. The connection shall
be made under general supervision of the City.

f) All excavations for sanitary sewer installation shall be adequately guarded with
barricades and lights so as to protect the public from hazards. Streets, sidewalks, parkways and
other public properties disturbed in the course of work shall be restored in a manner satisfactory
to the City.

g) Future connections to the sanitary sewer system shall be limited in accordance with the
availability of sufficient treatment capacity.

Section 29. Use of Public Sewers.

a) It is unlawful for any person to discharge or cause to be discharged any storm water,
surface water, ground water, roof run-off, sub-surface drainage, uncontaminated cooling water, or
unpolluted industrial process waters, into the sanitary sewer system.

b) Storm water and other unpolluted drainage shall be discharged into such sewers as are
specifically designated as storm sewers, or natural outlets approved by the City.

¢) Itis unlawful for any person to discharge or cause to be discharged any of the following
into public sewers:

i) Any gasoline benzene naphtha fuel oil, or other flammable or explosive liquid,
solid or gas.

ii) Any waters containing toxic or poisonous solids, liquids or gases, in sufficient
quantity, either singly, or by interaction with other wastes, to injure or interfere with any sewage
treatment process, constitute a hazard to humans or animals, create a public nuisance, or create
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any hazard in the receiving waters of the sewage treatment facility including, but not limited to
cyanides in excess of federal and state requirements.

iil) Waters having a PH lower than 5.0 or other corrosive property capable of
causing damage or hazard to structures, equipment and personnel.

iv) Solids or viscous substances in quantities or of such size capable of causing
obstructions to the flow of sewers or other interference with the proper operation of the sewage
works such as, but not limited to, ashes, cinders, sand, mud, straw, shavings, metal, glass, rags,
feathers, tar, plastic, wood, diapers, unground garbage, blood, hair, paper, dishes, cups, milk
containers, and other similar items either whole or ground by garbage grinders.

v) Itis unlawful for any person to discharge or cause to be discharged the following
substances, materials, waters or wastes, if it appears likely, in the opinion of the City Engineer or
the Public Works Superintendent, that such wastes can harm either the sewer, sewer treatment
process or equipment, have an adverse effect on the receiving stream, or otherwise endanger life,
limb, public property or constitute a nuisance. In forming his opinion as to the acceptability of
these wastes, the City Engineer or Public Works Superintendent will give consideration to such
factors as the quantities of wastes in relation to the flows and velocities in the sewers, materials of
construction of the sewers, nature of the sewage treatment process, capacity of the sewage
treatment plant, degree of treatability of the wastes in the sewage treatment plant, and other
pertinent factors. The substances prohibited are:

1) Any wastewaters that would directly or indirectly result in violation of
the City’s permit to any liquid or vapor having a temperature higher than 150 degrees Fahrenheit.

i) Any water or waste containing fats, wax, grease or oils, whether
emulsified or not, in excess of 100 milligrams per liter, or containing substances which may
solidify or become viscous at temperatures between 32 degrees and 150 degrees Fahrenheit.

iil) Any garbage that has not been properly shredded. The installation and
operation of any garbage grinder equipment or motor of % hp or greater shall be subject to review
and approval of the Public Works Superintendent or the City Engineer.

iv) Any waters or wastes containing strong acid, iron pickling wastes, or
concentrated planting solution, whether neutralized or not.

v) Any waters or wastes containing iron, chromium, copper, zinc, nickel,
lead, cadium, mercury, cyanide, pcbs, or similar objectionable or toxic substances, or wastes
exerting an excessive chlorine requirement, to such degree that any such material received exceeds
limits established by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.

vi) Any waters or wastes containing phenols or other taste or odor
producing substances in concentrations exceeding limits established by the Public Works
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Superintendent as necessary, after treatment of the composite sewage to meet requirements of
state, federal and other agencies.

vii) Any radioactive wastes or isotopes of such half-life or concentration as
may exceed limits established by the Public Works Superintendent in compliance with applicable
state and federal regulations.

viil) Any waters or wastes having a PH less than 5.0 or in excess of 9.5.
ix) Materials which exert or cause:

- unusual concentrations of suspended solids (such as, but not
limited to fuller’s earth, lime slurries and lime residues) or dissolved solids (such as, but not limited
to sodium chloride and sodium sulfate).

- excessive discoloration (such as, but not limited to, dye wastes and
vegetable tanning solutions).

- unusual BOD, chemical oxygen demand, or chlorine requirements
in such quantities as to constitute a significant load on the sewage treatment works, except by
permit or special agreement.

- unusual volume of flow or concentration of wastes constituting
“slugs”. A slug means any discharge of water, sewage or industrial waste which in concentration
of any given constituent or in quantity of flow exceeds for any period of duration longer than 15
minutes more than 5 times the average 24-hour concentration of flows during normal operation.

x) Waters or waste containing substances which are not amenable to
treatment or reduction by sewage treatment processes employed, or are amenable to treatment only
to such a degree that the sewage treatment plant effluent cannot meet the requirements of other
agencies having jurisdiction over discharge.

xi) Grease, oil and sand interceptors shall be provided when, in the opinion
of the City Engineer or Public Works Superintendent, they are necessary for the proper handling
of liquid wastes and containing grease in excessive amounts, or any flammable wastes, sand, or
other harmful ingredients. All interceptors shall be of a type and capacity approved by the City
Engineer and shall be located as to be readily and easily accessible for cleaning and inspection.

xii) It is unlawful for any person to maliciously, willfully, or negligently
break, damage, destroy, uncover, deface, or tamper with any structure, appurtenance or equipment
which is part of the sewage works.

Section 30. Penalties for Violation. Every person who violates a section, subdivision, paragraph
or provision of this Ordinance when that person performs an act thereby prohibited or declared
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unlawful, or fails to act when such failure is prohibited or declared unlawful, and upon conviction
thereof, shall be punished as follows:

a) Where the specific section, subdivision, paragraph or provision specifically makes a
violation a petty misdemeanor, that person shall be punished as for a petty misdemeanor.

b) As for any violation not constituting a petty misdemeanor under the provisions of Subd.
1 hereof, such person shall be punished as for a misdemeanor.

c¢) Each day a violation is allowed to continue shall constitute a separate offense.

Section 31. This Ordinance supersedes and repeals Ordinance No. 2014-4310-01, and all other
Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict with the foregoing are hereby repealed.

Section 32. Effective Date. This Ordinance is effective upon its passage and publication.
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